The Lord Has Helped us up to This Place Now
After 50 years of God’s Blessing and provision as an assembly Crossroads is so grateful to God. We can only give thanks and rejoice in His provision and Love. Many hundreds of lives and families have experienced the saving, healing and delivering power of God through the name of Jesus,  being baptised in water and in the Holy Spirit through God’s work in our midst.
This assembly was planted fifty years ago this month in 1968.  In this time only four senior pastors have been called here although some others ministered for short periods between. This assembly has had the privilege of having long continuity of service by its elders and deacons. This has meant that generations have grown up and seen their grandchildren dedicated to the Lord. Young people have grown up and married one another, seen their children married and have had their children dedicated to the Lord.  Many people  have been raised up and released into ministry. This assembly has had the privilege of its Pastors leading  their districts, in either the youth or in the old Executive council or the Eastern Cape Region in the National Leadership Forum. It has played a strategic role in the spiritual leadership of the city. – as it were the pastors have “sat in the gates”.  This is all the Lord’s Work and we are so grateful that Jesus is still calling and commanding the Saints of this assembly to work in His fields.
1 Samuel 7 tells the story that after the Ark of the Covenant had been restored to Israel.  Samuel the prophet called the people together to repent and seek the Lord’s face. When the Philistines heard that they were all together it was a great temptation to destroy them.  They all moved to attack Israel. Samuel was sacrificing a lamb to the Lord. God roared with great thunder and the Philistines were stunned and confused, and the Israelites attacked and drove them back so far that they recovered all the cities that had been lost before. 

Samuel erected a Stone in the conquered territory and said that the Lord has brought us thus far.  That place was Ebenezer. After that the Israelites kept conquering new ground and kept the ground they had already won. There was peace in the land throughout Samuel’s life. 
Ebenezer was a point of reference on the journey which let them remember that it is the Lord who brought them victory and peace and was still taking them further.

An Anniversary moment is like that. A moment in the battle to glorify God and celebrate the victory that Has been won – The victory of the Cross, which enables us to keep on living to seek God’s glory. We have nothing to add of our Own, but to recognise His goodness and mercy. Which have followed us all the days of our Life. We are grateful to the many spiritual workers in our midst who faithfully honour God with their ministry.
It is also a moment to remember the saints who have served in our midst who have gone ahead to the place prepared for them in Glory.  We remember Pastor Trevor Willatt the first pastor of this assembly who went home just a few months ago. His wife Lovell is still our joy to see serving alongside us in our midst. We honour Pastor Willie & Hester Smit, still with us  but he is walking a road of courage standing against cancer. Pastor Oliver Raper who was instrumental in the English district, and the approval for this planting. Pastor Errol Rennie who served this in this assembly while his wife grew ill and went home.  He is still in active service in his retirement years. The many saints who served in ministry roles, won souls to Jesus, supported financially and served in so many ways. We shall not forget them.
We must remember that the purpose we as the new generation of saints in this assembly have is to extend the Kingdom of God into homes, businesses, schools, hospitals, sports fields, the media, the Arts, the Nations.

We must not sit down next to the stone, there are many battles to be won for lost souls…

Pastor Patrick & Denise Douglas-Henry
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